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REVIEWS 


assimilation is well emphasized, and valuable suggestions for the 
treatment of malnutrition and kindred diseases in children are 
given. Several plausible theories are advanced in explanation of 
the action of iodine on the thyroid gland in goitre and Graves’ 
disease, and the influence of arsenic on thyroid activity is given 
as the reason of the value of the drug in such diseases as lymph- 
adenoma, various skin affections, etc. Diverse opinions as to the 
action of the salicylates on thyroid secretion are mentioned, and 
even carcinoma and tuberculosis are brought into the realm of 
possible beneficiaries of thyroid medication. 

Through the maze of conflicting theories and facts concerning 
the thyroid gland, much valuable information may be gleaned, 
especially relative to the best mode of administering the drug. 
The author “ventures to think that an account of my wanderings 
into this little known land may prove interesting to all, and per¬ 
haps of assistance to some in enabling them to penetrate still 
farther.” As such the book has severd a useful purpose and should 
be deservedly popular. T. C. K. 


Zaiinartzlicue Chirurgie. By Prof. Dr. Med. Fritz Wiluger, 
Direktor der chirurgischen Abteilung des Koniglichen zahn- 
artzlichen Universitats-Instituts zu Berlin. Second edition; 
pp. 142; 114 illustrations and 9 plates. Leipsig: Dr. Werner 
Klinkhardt. 

In this work are considered most of the important surgical 
diseases of the teeth and mouth, with full details of operative and 
after-treatment. The title of the book, Dental Surgery , seems 
inadequate, in view of the fact that it deals with conditions beyond 
the scope of dental practice, while at the same time it does not go 
into the details of the ordinary operations performed by the dentist. 

The author justly lays great stress upon the importance of the 
x-rays in diagnosis—the most valuable means at our disposal in 
bringing to light obscure lesions of the jaws. Dental cysts are 
divided into two classes—follicular and radicular. It seems to us 
that the latter variety would better come under the term “chronic 
abscess,” since it always follows infection from the pulp canal. 
Dentists would do well to follow more often the advice of the 
writer to remove all teeth or roots having sinuses opening upon 
the skin, instead of persisting in useless attempts at conservation 
of the offending teeth. The author condemns the extraction of the 
second molar in any case of difficult eruption of the third molar. 
Most authorities hold that extraction of the former is quite justi¬ 
fiable under some conditions, for example, where easy removal of 
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the second molar would allow the third molar to come up and take 
its place. The chisel and mallet used by the author should have no 
place in operations on the teeth and jaws when we have at hand a 
far superior instrument in the electric surgical engine. For most of 
the operations described in the book, local anesthesia with novo¬ 
cain is recommended, though a timely word of caution is given 
against its employment in acute infective processes. The bad after¬ 
effects of injection under pressure of a local anesthetic in the region 
of the jaws, not so much of the drug itself, but of the spreading of 
the inflammatory process, are too frequently seen to make it safe 
as a routine measure. Several subjects which seem to us to come 
within the scope of the specialist in this region have been omitted 
from the book. For example, fractures of the jaws, cleft palate, 
and ankylosis of the temporomandibular joint, should have a 
place just as much as dislocation of the lower jaw. 

The text is illustrated by many good photographs and 
diagrams, and the book should be valuable to both physician 
and dentist as giving a concise presentation of the subject. No 
one after reading it ■will deny that the diagnosis and treatment 
of lesions of this somewhat neglected region form a true specialty. 

R. H. I. 


Text-book of Ophthalmology in the Form of Clinical Lec¬ 
tures. By Dr. Paul Hoemer, Professor of Ophthalmology at 
Griefswald. Translated by Dr. Matthias Lanckton Foster, 
Member of the American Ophthalmological Society; Member of 
the American Academy of Ophthalmology and Oto-Laryngology. 
Vol. I, Pp. 275; 1S6 Illustrations in the Text and Thirteen 
Colored Plates. New York: Rebman Company, 1912. 

This, the first volume, deals with the conjunctiva, cornea, iris, 
and lens. The first chapter contains a short description of the 
anatomy of those structures and of the methods of clinical examina¬ 
tions of the same. Their diseases are considered in the following 
three chapters. The form in which the work is cast, being that 
of clinical lectures, permits of a certain familiarity and vividness 
not found in the ordinary didactic text-books. Etiology and 
pathology are based on the latest discoveries in this field. The 
cell inclusions discovered by von Provaczek and Haberstaedter 
in trachoma in the epithelial cells of the conjunctiva are referred 
to, as also Heymann’s demonstration that these peculiar cell 
formations are present during a blennorrhea, the relation of which 
to trachoma has not been fully established. As regards the genesis 
of senile cataract, the views of Becker, Schoen, Moerner, Hess, 
etc., are quite fully given. The author’s own theory is that the 
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